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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 05574 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, AWACS, BE 

SUBJECT: DPC PERMREPS CONSIDERATION OF NATO AWACS 
PACKAGE ON MARCH 22, 1978 

REF: STATE 70746 

1 . REFTEL RECEIVED BRUSSELS MID- AFTERNOON MARCH 2 1 
AFTER SERVICING AS MISSING. 

2. WE MADE DEMARCHE REQUESTED REFTEL TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY'S CHIEF OF NATO AFFAIRS, ERIK BAL, AS THE APPRO- 
PRIATE ACTION OFFICER IN BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HANDLING 
ALL ASPECTS OF THE AWACS QUESTION. HE PROMISED US TO 
DISCUSS OUR DEMARCHE IMMEDIATELY WITH THE DEFENSE 
MINISTRY. WE SUBSEQUENTLY TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO REACH 
APPROPRIATE POLICY LEVELS IN DEFENSE MINISTRY TO FOLLOW 
UP. BUT HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT BAL GOT THROUGH TO MOD 
CHEF DE CABINET LEFEBVRE. 

3. BAL UNDERSTOOD REASON FOR OUR DEMARCHE AS NECESSARY 
PROCEDURAL STEP AND PART OF SCENARIO TO MOVE AWACS 
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QUESTION TOWARDS RESOLUTION. HE TOLD US THAT THE 
BELGIAN GOVERNMENT "NOTED AND WOULD CONSIDER" OUR 
REQUEST, BUT THAT IT WOULD HAVE TO EXERCISE "GREAT 
PRUDENCE" NOT TO GIVE A FALSE IMPRESSION THAT THE BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENT ACCEPTED AWACS. HE REMINDED US THAT AWACS 
WAS AN "IMPORTANT AND DELICATE" MATTER FOR THE BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENT. 
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4. COMMENT: REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT THE BELGIAN 
PERMREP AGREES TO ALLOW THIS AWACS PACKAGE PROPOSAL 
TO BE FORWARDED TO HIS GOVERNMENT FOR REVIEW, IT DOES 
NOT APPEAR LIKELY TO US AT THIS POINT THAT THE BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENT WILL ACCEPT AWACS. SOME OF THE BELGIAN CRITI- 
CISMS REPORTED IN 76 BRUSSELS 12759 ON THE NATURE OF THE 
AWACS SYSTEM AND PROGRAM HAVE BEEN REPEATED TO US IN THE 
INTERVENING MONTHS. IN ADDITION, THE BUDGETARY PROBLEM 
THAT AWACS FACES (77 BRUSSELS 2010 AND BRUSSELS 5141) 

IS STILL VERY MUCH AN ISSUE. END COMMENT. CHAMBERS 
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